
  

 
 

FELLOWSHIP REQUEST AND AWARD GUIDELINES 
Rethinking Financial Inclusion Program 

Mastercard Foundation Microfinance Scholars Program 
 
 

The Mastercard Foundation Microfinance Scholars Program will provide partial or full 
scholarships to a selection of participants from Africa (with priority given to participants 
from Sub-Saharan Africa) attending the Rethinking Financial Inclusion Executive 
Education course at Harvard Kennedy School. These scholarships will include full or 
partial tuition funding, and may include funding for economy-class airfare booked through 
Harvard’s travel agency. Candidates for the scholarships will be financial inclusion 
practitioners from Africa whose organizations would be otherwise unable to cover the 
cost of attending the program and whose work closely aligns with the course goals. This 
year, we are encouraging applicants from individual organizations who apply as teams. If 
you are applying as part of a team, please note this in your application letter. 
 
Fellowship assistance is made based on: 

 your experience and scope of authority in your organization 
 under-resourced sector (i.e. small financial service providers, non-profits) 
 demonstrated financial need 

 
To apply for a fellowship, please send a one-page letter on your organization’s letterhead 
containing the following:  

 a brief description of your own work and its applicability to the Rethinking Financial 
Inclusion course 

 your organization’s total budget and training budget 
 a description of your financial need 
 whether you are applying as part of a team of individuals from a single 

organization 
 your ability to fund a portion of the tuition if offered a partial scholarship to the 

program. 
 
Fellowship decisions are made separately from the admissions process. Fellowships can 
be considered only for those who have completed the application process for the course 
and have been admitted. 
 
Notification of fellowship awards will be made as soon as possible following the request 
deadline below.  
 
If you have additional questions, please contact the Program Director, Anna Shanley, by 
email at Anna_Shanley@hks.harvard.edu  

 
~Requests must be received by August 22, 2018. 


